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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 6, Issue 8 
Don’t Let the Cat Out of the Bag by Dr. Peter Brewitt 
ENVS 203 Lab 
spent the 
afternoon in 
Glendale on 
Monday 
learning about 
sediment and 
water 
sampling. 
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     There’s a new resident at the 
Goodall Evironmental Studies 
Center. As my ENVS 101 class 
arrived there a week or so ago, we 
found a small and friendly kitten had 
taken up residence in and around the 
garden. She was probably left there by 
someone who could not handle a cat 
around the house, in contrast to 
roughly half the 101 students, who 
felt that their dorm rooms would be a 
great home for it. This made me think 
about cats, though, and their role in 
the environment. 
     Before I go on, know that I have 
two cats, myself, and I let them 
outside, and while I care about them 
(most of the time), they are probably 
my biggest environmental hypocrisy.  
For cats are ecological murderers.  
     There are close to 100 million cats 
in the United States. For rodents and 
songbirds, they might as well be 
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dragons.  Housecats kill close on 
three billion (3,000,000,000!) prey 
animals every year – an invasive 
species on the level of kudzu, or 
zebra mussels. Most of these kills 
are not related to the survival of the 
cat – they get their Iams at home 
and kill out of instinct. I can’t 
blame them for this, of course, but I 
can blame their owners. If I got my 
cats now, I wouldn’t let them out. If 
I kept them in, they would live 
longer and be healthier, and we 
would have more birds at our 
feeders, as well as feeling better 
about our ecological impacts.  
     The most recent word is that the 
Goodall kitten has moved on from 
Glendale. I hope it’s found a good 
home, and I hope that its owners 
don’t let it out. 
 
A big thank you to our Green 
Alliance students for their 
hard work in cleaning up the 
BSA courtyard last week!  
Come by and take a look! 
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
University of North Carolina – MBA in Sustainable Enterprise 
1
The Center for Sustainability at the UNC Kenan-
Flagler Business School offers a MBA with a 
concentration in Sustainable Enterprise. According 
to their website “it prepares students to manage the 
"triple bottom line": financial, environmental, and 
social performance.”  The program is recognized as 
one of the leading MBA social and environmental 
impact management programs in the country and 
has most recently been ranked in the top ten by 
Businessweek for sustainability and Best Green MBA 
by The Princeton Review. 
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     Courses and requirements for the concentration 
cover topics including corporate sustainability 
strategy, financial analysis and metrics, 
environmental/social impact assessment, 
sustainable innovation and investment, corporate 
responsibility, economic development, and 
entrepreneurship in developing economies. 
     For more information visit http://www.kenan-
flagler.unc.edu/sustainable-enterprise/overview.  
 
Ongoing    The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow 
with good work today.  Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings. 
November 6th   
2:00pm  
Thrainn Fridriksson (Þráinn Friðriksson)Visit:  Please join Dr. Savage’s ENVS203 
class in Daniel 204 to hear this Icelandic energy specialist talk about geothermal 
energy and international development. 
Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website! 
October 29th   
6:30pm-8:30pm   
Halloween at Goodall: Bring the kids for some tricks and treats at the Goodall Center, 
6:30- 8:30pm! Snakes, spiders, bones, and more! Contact Karen Gravely for more 
information, gravelyks@email.wofford.edu.  
 
November 14th  
 9:30am-2:00pm  
Adopt-A-Stream Chemical/Bacterial Workshop: The workshops will teach the basics of 
stream water chemistry, how to conduct the chemical tests using hand-held field 
equipment, and how to monitor E. coli levels for water quality.  Workshop location: 
USC Upstate Campus.  Registration/information: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adopt-a-stream-chemical-bacterial-workshop-tickets-
18679955249  
November 16-19th   
7:00pm  
3rd Annual Wofford Environmental Film Festival:  These environmental films have 
appeared in nationally recognized festivals such as the Sundance Film Festival, the 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival and the Environmental Film Festival in the nation’s 
capital. Each night’s screening, in Olin Teaching Theater, includes either a feature-
length environmental film or a series of shorts. Screenings are followed by brief 
discussions led by student panels.  Stay tuned for more information on each event!   
